STRATEGY NAME:  SCORER

SKILL AREA:  Test taking 

STRATEGY:  Teach the student to use the following steps when studying for a test.
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	S= Schedule your time.  The student reviews the entire test and plans time according to the number of items, point value per item, and easy and difficult items.
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	C= Look for clue words.  The student searches for clue words on each item.  For example, on true-false items words such as always and never usually indicate the statement is incorrect.  Words such as usually and sometimes frequently indicate the statement is correct.
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	O= Omit difficult questions.  Postponing hard questions until later in the testing session can improve a student’s score.  Specifically, the student should 

[image: image4.png]



a) Move rapidly through the test.

[image: image5.png]



b) When you find an easy question or one you are certain of, answer it.
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c) Omit the difficult ones on the first pass.
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d) When you skip a question, mark in the margin.
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e) Keep moving. Never erase. Don’t dawdle.
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f) When you have finished the easy ones, return to those marked and try again.

[image: image10.png]



g) Mark again those answers you are still not sure of.
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h) In you review, you will go over all the questions time permits.
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	R= Read carefully.  A careful reading of test directions and each item can improve test performance.  Careless reading can lead to confusion on essay items and careless errors on objective items.
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	E= Estimate you answers.  On test items requiring calculations or problem solving the student should estimate the answer.  This helps correct careless errors.  Moreover, if guessing is not penalized, it is important to answer all questions.  After eliminating alternatives that are obviously incorrect, the student should take a best guess.
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	R= Review your work.  The student should be encouraged to use every minute available.  After she has answered all items, have her review the test.


SOURCE:  Mercer, C. D. and Mercer, A. R. (1993).  Teaching Students with Learning Problems.  Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc.

