Categorization and Association

Categorization and association are powerful tools to help build vocabularies, word finding, and critical thinking.

 Suggestions:

1. Start a category book.  Use a large scrapbook and label the different pages for different categories.  You can use whatever categories that you think would be appropriate and that your student would be interested in.  Some ideas are: sports, clothes, fruit, drinks, cars, different concepts (hot, big, tall etc.).  Once the book is started cut out pictures with your student, find where they go and talk about why it should go there, why it doesn’t go on another page, what is the same/different etc.  

2.  Talk about the features of an object.  Instead of just saying the name of an object talk about: size, color, what it is made of, where you would find it, who uses it, what it is used for, what does it go with, what parts does it have etc.  The game “Descrito Bingo” is very good for this.  Also see the attached sheet with description ideas.  

3.  Play a game where you take turns describing everything about an object and see if the other person can guess what you are talking about.  You might need to start with a group of pictures or actual objects until the student gets good at the game.  

4.  Comparing and contrasting.   Talk about why two things are alike and why they are different.  Examples might include:

1.  summer and winter 


2.  apple and orange

3.  car and train



4.  airplane and helicopter


5.  cow and sheep


           6.  car and truck

7.  airplane and bird



8.  lamp and flashlight

9.  tree and plant



10.  horse and zebra

11.  car and bicycle



12.  couch and chair

13.  calendar and clock


14.  child and baby

15.  duck and robin



16.  tree and bush

17.  city and town



18. pillow and mattress


19.  pebble and rock


20. lake and ocean

5.  Name three members of a category and have the student name another member and then label the category.   For example

 1.  cat, dog, skunk 
(giraffe, bear, wolf - animals)

 2.  bed, table, couch 
(chair, desk, dresser - furniture)

 3.  apple, cherry, banana 
(orange, lemon, grapes - fruit)

 4.  pants, socks, shirt 
(sweater, coat, belt - clothes)

 5.  car, truck, van 
(bicycle, bus, train -vehicles)

 6.  neck, foot, head 
(ear, elbow, hand – body parts)

 7.  hammer, ax, wrench 
(saw, screwdriver, drill – tools)

 8.  piano, violin, drum 
(guitar, organ, banjo – instruments)

 9.  bee, ant, spider 
(cricket, fly, mosquito – insects)

10.  diapers, bottles, pins 
      (bibs, rattle, crib – baby things)

6.  Name a category and have the student name as many members of the category as he can.  Categories might include: animals (pets, zoo, barn, jungle, forest), furniture, fruits, clothes, transportation, body parts, tools, instruments, insects, toys, colors, family members, things that write, buildings, things that fly, holidays, occupations, sports, beverages, reading materials, meat, vegetables, jewelry, things found in a classroom, things found in the grocery store, desserts, things found on a playground, snacks, liquids, containers, flowers, weather, cars, birds, school subjects, shapes, sounds, action words, planets, board games,

card games, movies, religions, countries, utensils, etc.

7.  Give the student three members of a category plus another from a different category.  Have the student say which doesn’t belong and why.  You might need to start with pictures or objects to make it easier.  For example:

 1.  coffee, juice, crayon, water 
(it is not a drink)

 2.  table, book, newspaper, magazine 
(it is not read)

 3.  hamburger, steak, pork, cheddar,
(it is not a type of meat)

 4.  peas, carrots, banana, corn 
(it is not a vegetable) 

 5.  ice, snowman, brick, Popsicle 
(it does not melt)

 6.  elephant, tiger, lion, dog, 
(it is not a jungle animal)

 7.  thimble, watch, necklace, earrings
(it is not jewelry)

 8.  west, north, south, both 
(it is not a direction)

 9.  cloud, jump, hop, run 
(it is not a action)

10.  toaster, tractor, blender, coffee pot  (it is not an appliance)

8.  Have the student answer questions about categories.  For example:

 1.  Is a lion an animal or a bird?

 2.  Is an apple a fruit or a cereal?

 3.  Is chicken a meat or a vegetable?

 4.  Is a teacher a sport or an occupation?

 5.  Is Canada a city or a country?

 6.  Which of these is an animal: a dog, a car, or a banana?

 7.  Which of these is a toy: a toaster, a puzzle, or a lion?

 8.  Which of these is a shape: a triangle, a monkey, or a necklace?

 9.  Which of these is a planet: Jupiter, Canada, or London?

10.  Which of these is an instrument: a bandage, a clarinet, or a balloon? 

9.  Have the student give the opposite of a word.  For example:

1.  man  (woman)

2.  girl  (boy)

3.  sit  (stand)

4.  small  (large)

5.  dark  (light)

6.  far  (near, close)

7.  top  (bottom)

8.  flat  (round)

9.  peace  (war)

10.  harmony  (chaos)

10.  Have the student name a word that means the same as another.  For example:

1.  pretty  (beautiful)

2.  loud  (noisy)

3.  big  (large)

4.  hard  (difficult)

5.  laugh  (giggle)

6.  furious  (angry)

7.  old  (ancient)

8.  rich  (wealthy)

9.  strange  (weird, peculiar)

10.  hungry  (ravenous)

11.  Give the student a place and have him name everything that you could find there.  For example:


1.  bedroom
           (bed, dresser, mirror)

2.  classroom
(chalk, desk, bulletin board)

3.  playground
(slide, swings, seesaw)

4.  grocery store
(vegetables, fruit, ice cream)

5.  zoo
(giraffes, seals, elephants)

6.  circus
(clowns, lions, elephants)

7.  farm
(cows, barn, farmer)

8.  bank
(tellers, money, safe)

9.  hospital
(doctors, nurses, needles)

10. space
(planets, asteroids, moon)

12.  Give the student a time and ask him to name everything associated with that time.  For example:

1.
morning


(breakfast, school, yawn)

2.
summer


(swimming, baseball, hot)

3.
winter



(skiing, hockey, snowmen)

4.
Easter



(eggs, church, rabbits)

5.
Christmas


(Santa, presents, Christmas carols)

6.
September


(fall, school starts, Labour  Day)

7.
March



(spring, daffodils, rain)

8.
midnight


(sleep, end of the day, horror stories)

9.
week



(seven days, 52, school)

10.
hour



(24, 60 minutes, class)

12.  Give the student a noun and ask him to say what it does.  For example:

1.
bird




(flies)

2.
fish




(swim)

3.
cat




(meows)

4.
knife




(cuts)

5.
telephone



(rings)

6.
kite




(flies)

7.
rooster



(crows)

8.
canary



(sings)

9.
ball




(bounces)

10.
book




(informs)

13.  Name an action and have the student say what that action is associated 

with.  For example:

1.
fry




(fish, egg)

2.
bake




(bread, cake)

3.
ride




(horse, bike)

4.
knit 




(sweater, mittens)

5.
catch




(ball, fish, bus)

6.
dry 




(clothes)

7.
fill




(gas tank)

8.
polish




(furniture)

9.
paint




(house, fence)

10.
save 




(money)

14.  Have the student solve simple verbal analogies such as:

1.
Red is to stop as green is to ----.

(go)

2.
Wing is to bird as arm is to ----.

(person)

3.
Tablecloth is to table as rug is to ----. 
(floor)

4.
Zip is to jacket as lock is to ----.

(door)

5.
Worm is to crawl as grasshopper is to ---(hop)

6.
Pear is to fruit as spinach is to ----.
(vegetable)

7.
Uncle is to male as aunt is to ----.

(female)

8.
Drink is to drank as swim is to ----.
(swam)

9.
15 is to 13 as 6 is to ----.


(4)

10.
Man is to king as woman is to ----. 
(queen)

15.  Play Twenty Questions:  Start by placing pictures of 10 to 20 category 

members on the table.  Have the student think of one.  Ask yes/no questions

until you can identify the item.  When the student understands the game reverse

roles.  Tell the client that you are thinking of an item and tell him to ask you the 

questions.  Once the student is better at the gave try it without the cards.  The 

game “Secret Square” is very good for this. 


For example:  
10 to 20 food items




The target item is baked potato.




Potential questions include:




Is it a fruit?




Is it a meat?




Is it a vegetable?




Is it a vegetable you cook?




Do you serve it fried?




Do you serve it boiled?




Do you serve it baked?




Are they baked potatoes?


16.  Start an association chain.  Write one word at the top of a sheet of paper have the student give an association to it.  Write down the student’s word and then put down another association.  See if you can fill up the whole sheet.  For example:  dog – cat – fur – coat – winter – snow – ski – hurt – hospital – food – hamburgers – ketchup – tomatoes – garden – dirt – bath – bubbles – etc.

17.  When new vocabulary is introduced in the classroom help the student to find associations and categories for the new words. 

18.  Play “I Spy” using categories and characteristics.  For example: “I spy a:

            fruit that is yellow

            something that you read that is white

            a school supply that is sharp

            an animal with a tail
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