Doing the Dots
(Strategy for Work Completion)

Purchase some peel and stick dots at your local office supply store.  Cut them apart so you have all single dots.  Tell the students they can earn dots for completing homework problems.  For example, for each three problems completed the student earns one dot.  The students can collect and accumulate the dots or use them as he/she wishes.  One any given homework / class work assignment, the student may use a dot to exempt a problem.  For example, if the assignment involves answering questions 1 -10, the student may place a dot next to problem 5 and skip that problem.  

This strategy helps to increase work completion but also provides the teacher with feedback about areas / information the student has difficulty with and may need more instruction about.  

You may consider requiring a minimum item completion per assignment.  Have the students complete these and then decide which of the remaining items they do not want to do.  For example, all students must complete 1 -5.  Items 6 – 10 become dot-able and if the students have 5 dots they may choose not to do any of them.  

(Source – The Tough Kid Video Series and Strategies and Tactics for Effective Instruction)


                                                      


